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RECORD OF CONVERSATION

DATE:

CALL ORIGINATOR:

CALL RECEIVER:

SUBJECT:

08/14/2002

Carolyn Thompson, SAM

Lee Ross, Director of the Water and Sewer Division, City of Rome
(706) 236-4560

Historic Channeling of Horseleg Creek

CALL SUMMARY:

I asked Mr. Ross if he remembered if and when Horseleg Creek was channeled. He said
that is was periodically channeled, usually at the request of property owners along the Creek.
Thek major complaints, he said, were that the creek would get clogged with debris from downed
trees and other vegetation, and that this would cause flooding of their yards during rain events.
Mr. Ross said there was no scheduled channeling that he recalls. He stated that the City would
get mechanical excavators in there and most of the soils and debris removed would be from the
banks, not the bottom of the creek. The bottom of the creek was so rocky, he said, that very little
sediment would be there anyway and the real purpose for the channeling was to remove debris
which was holding up flow. Rain events would cause heavy and fast flows, flushing the
sediment on down Horseleg Creek. He recalls getting asked to do the channeling when he was
working to get a sewer easement from property owners along the creek. The sanitary sewer line
parallel to Horseleg Creek was replaced during the 90's (but not all the way down to the Coosa
River), most probably around 1994.

The channeling resulted in the channel becoming wider, not deeper. He also said that
sometimes property owners would complain about the channeling, worrying about loss of
property, particularly trees at the edge of their banks being damaged.

Mr. Ross also stated that the Etowah and Oostanaula Rivers are visibly shallow and
rocky. He wasn't sure, but he believed that the Coosa was the same.

I asked him if he recalled the stormwater ditch next to Walmart and Sams being
channeled out and he said that stormwater drainage was handled by the Rome Department of
Public Works (Kirk Milam, 706-236-4466).


